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NETTLE BOTTOM BALL.
BY *“ SOLITAIRE” = [J. 8. ROBB, ESQ.)

“ Well, it are a fact,” said Jim Sikes,
¢ that I promised to tell vou bow I cum to
git out in these Platte diggins, and I spe-
culate you mout as well have it at oust,
kase it’s bin troublin’ my conscience ama-
zin’ to keep it kiver’d vp. The afarr rais-
ed jessy in Nettle Bottom, and old I'om
Jones’s yell, when he swore he'd *chaw
me up,’ gives my meat a sprinklin’ of ager
whenever I think on it.

“ You see thar war a small town in Il-
linige, that some speculators started near
Nettle Bottom, cos thur wur a spontaneous
salt lick in the diggins, and no sooner did
they git it agoin’ and build some stores
and groceries thar, than they wagon’d on
from Cincinnate and other up-stream villa-
ges, a pacel of fellers to attend the shops,
that looked as nice, all’ays, as if they wur
goin’ to meetin’ or on a courtin’ frolic ;
and ‘salt their picters,’ they wur etaraaily

kiz® up their noses at us boys of the
g;ttom. Well, they got up a ball in the
nillage, jest to interduce themselves to
‘he gals round the neighborhood, and in-
vited & few on us to make a contrary picter
to themselves, and so shine us out of site
by comparison. Alter that ball, thar
wasn’t any thin’ talked on among the gals
but what nice fellers the clerks in Equali-
ty wur, and how nice and slick they wore
théir kar, and theip shiny boots, and the
way they stirrup’d down their trowsers.
You could’nt go to see one on ’em that
she wouldn’t stick one of these fellers at
you, and keep a talkin’ how slick they
looked. It got to be perfect pizen to hear
of, or see the critters, and the boys got
together at last to see what was to be done
—the thing had grown perfectly alarmin’.
At last a meeting was agreed on, down to
old Jake Bent’s.

% On next Sunday night, instead of ta-
kin’ the gals to meetin’ whar they could
ges these fellers, we left ’em at home,
and met at Jakes, and I’'m of opinion thar
was some congregated wrath thar—whew!
wasn't they?

¢ H~ll and scissors!’ says Mike Jelt,

let's f,o down and lickjthe whole town, rite
ait
“¢ No! hollered Dick Butts, ¢ lets katch
ese slick badgers comin’ out of meetin’,
nd tear the hide and feathers off on ’em!
“ ¢ Why d-n ‘em, what d’ye think, boys,’
pusted in old Jake, ‘I swar il they aint

Mearnt our gals to wear starn cushions!

Dnly this mornin’ I caught my darter Sal-
ly tyin® it round her. She tho’t I was
sleep, but 1 seed her, and I made the jade
epudiate it. and no mistake—guicker !
“The boys took a drink on the occasion,
nd Equality town was slumberin’, for a
hort spell, over a contiguous yearthquake.
t last one of the boys p before
¢ attacked the town, that we should get
p a ball in the Bottom, and jest outshine
ne town chaps, all to death, before we
vallowed ’em. It was hard to gin in to
is proposition, but the boys come to it
last, and every feller started to put the
arr agoin’.
“1 bad bin a long spell haokerin® arter
4 Tom Jones’ darter, on the branch be-
' the bottom, and she was a critter
d for weak eyes—maybe she had’nt a
v of her own—well, if warnt a
¢ of movin® light-houses, I wouldn™t
—there was no calculatin’ the extent
iandsomeness of the family that gal
Id bring up around her, with a feller
: “:,3 10 look arter 'em. Talk about
- ulness, did you ever see a maple
In Movin' with a south wind? it war'nt
l'00k6d stick loeomE,r' um;mw
 dad ‘wus e could jest lick
ythin® that said oo, in them '
-swar-Satan, and was m.“m
th cubs. He had a littlg hankerin® in
or of the fellers in town, too, for
n him presents of powder to
L ho' was ptroim fond of
ootin’ irom. detarmined, :
k his darter, Betsey, 10 be partaer at
2 Netile Bottom lel. .
“ Well, my sister, Marth, made
new pair of buckskin trowsers go
nd rile my pictur of she did'at put
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stirrups to *em 1o keep ’em down. She
said strape wur the fashion, and I should
ware ’em. | jest felt with em on as ef 1
had somethin’ n on me down—all mv
oints were sot tight together, but Marth
insisted, and I knew [ could soon dance
‘em off, so I gin in, and started off to the
branch for Betsey Jones.

Whea I arriv’, the old feller war sittin®
smokin’ arter his supper, and the younger
Jones’s wur sittin’ round the table takin'
theire. A whappin’ big pan of mush stood
rite in the cenire, and a large pan of milk
beside it, with lots of corn bread and but- |
ter, and Betsey was helpin® the youngtess,
while old Mre Jones sot by admirin’ the
family collection. Old Tom took a hard
stare at me, and [ kind a shook, but the
straps etood it, and I recovered myself,
and gin him as good as he sent, but [ wur
near the door, and ready to break if he
show’d fight,

“¢ What the h-ll are you doin’ in dis-
gise ?” says the old man,—he swore dread-
ful—*are you comin’ dowr here to steal "

“] riled up at that, Says I, “ ef 1 wur
comin’ for sich purroae, you'd be the last
I’d hont up to steal off on.’

“ ¢ You're right,” says he, ¢ I’"d make a
hole to light your innards, ef you did," and
the old savage chuckled. I meant because
ge had nothin’ worth stealin’ but his darter.

ut he tho’t *twas was afeard on
him. ' cood

“ Well, purty soon [ gether’d up and told
him what I cum down fur, and invited him
to cum up and take a drink and see that
all went on rite. Betsey was in an awful
way fur fear he wouldn’t consent. The
old oman here spoke in favor of the move,
and old Tom thought of the licker and gin
in to the measure. Off bounced Betsey
up a ladder into the second story, and one
of the small gals with her to help put on
the fixups. f:ot down in a cheer, and fell
a talkin’ to the old ’oman. While we
wur chattin’ away as nice as relations, I
could hear Betsey makin® things stand
round above. The floor was only loose
boards Rivered O opgisle jiroy apd avery
step made ’em shake and ratile like a
small hurricane. Old Tom smoked away,
and the young ones at the table would
hold a spoonful of mush to their mouths
and look at my straps, and then look at
each other and snigger, till at last the old
man seed 'em.

“¢«Well, by gun flints,’ says he, ¢ ef you
ain’t makin’ a josey .

# Jest at that moment somethin’ gin way
above, and may I die ef Betsey Jones,
without anything on yeath on her but one
of them starn cushions, didn’t drop rite
through the floor, and sot herself, cushion
and all, cochunk flal into the pan of mush!
I jest tho’t fur a second, that heaven and
yearth had kissed each other, and squeezed
me between ’em. Betsey squealed like a
’scape pipe—a spot of the mush had spat-
tered on the old man’s face and burnt him,
and he swore dreadful. [ snatched up the

n of milk and threw it over Betsey to
cool her off—the old 'oman knocked me
sprawlin’ for it, and away went my straps.
The young ones let out a scream, as if the
infernal pit had broke loose, and I’d jest gin
half my hide to have been out of the old
man’s reach. He did reach fur me, but I
lent him one with my half lows on the
smeller that spread him, and maybe 1 didu’t
leave sudden! 1 didn’t see the branch,
but as | soused through it | heerd old Tom
Jones swar he’d ¢ chkaw me up ef an inch
big of me was found in them diggins in the
mornin’,’

#] didn’t know fur a spell where I was
runnin’, but hearing nuthin behind me, I
slacked up, and jest considered whether it
was best to go home and git my duds strait,
and leave, or go to see the ball. Bein’ as
I was a manager, I thou’t I'd go have a
peep through the window, to see ef it cum
up to my expectations. While I was
lookin’ at the boys a goin’ it, one on ’em
spied me, and they hauled me in, stood me
afore the fire to dry, and all hands got
round me, insistin’ on knowin’ what was
the matter. [ ups and tells all about it.
I never heerd such laffin, hollerin’, and
screamin’ in all my days.

¢ Just then my trowsers gin to feel the
fire, and shrink up about an inch a minit,
and the boys and gals kept it up so strong
a laffin at my scrape, and the pickle | wur
in, that I gin to git riley, when al! at onst
I seed one of these shick critters from
town, rite in among "em, hellerin’® wus than
the loudest. . )

¢+ Old Jones said he’d chaw you nr. did
hef’ says the town feller, * well, he all’ays
keepe his word!’

“That minit I biled over. I grabbed
his slick har, and maybe I didn’t ;u: bim
scissors! Jest as I was makin’ him a
chawed i

“THAT GOVERNMENT 1S BEST

IMPORTANT QUESTION.

Are the evils and extent of the vice of
Intemperance, known to and appreciated
by society? ) -

We answer this question in the nega-
tive. The extent of this vice is not known.
The evils consequent oo its indulgence are
notappreciated. Why? Because the cus-
tom has made us callous to the evil. We
see men crowding the taverns by scorea—
we see men reeling in the streets—we
can smell them afar off, with the fiery ser-
pents yet hissing red hot in their throats—
but we are not shocked by this dreadful

tacle, because we see it every day.

hat we become accustomed to see, fails
to make a proper impression on the sen-
ses. It is custom, and we heed it not. It
is the same with the vices and crimes that
intoxications leads to. We hear so often
of murder, suicide, and other dreadiul
consequences of intemperance, that we
grow callous to their enormity! All soci-
ety burns and crackles with the flame ol
alcohol—but we fail to be shocked by it,
because it is familiar. A thousand dens
vomit forth their reeking votaries, 1o an-
noy the public, disturb the peace, fill the
air with obscene words, muttered curses,
incipient ravings, blasphemous maledic-
tions ; we cross the street to avoid the rum
lunatie, lest he should soil our apparel, but
we are no longer shocked in the heart
with this monstrous outrage on human
nature, * for custom hath sated it to the
eye.” Mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers!
oh! why sleep ve en the brink of the roar-
ing volcano, because a flower grows upon
the margin, and the eye of love is blind to
the vice that now only appears like a
burning spot of beauty on the cheek! On-
ly seventeen! and disguised in liquor!—
Not drunk, you say, but disguised. He
only takes an occasional glass! Don’t
believe it! No young man ever yet took
“an occasional glass,” who did not create
another oceasion for another glass. Only
seventeen! and drunk at a tavern! Is
there a power in the human mind, to ena-
ble 4o avoid destruction, and will not
that Pﬂ:‘r rise into action when told that
a youth %f seventeen will pour down his
throat the fiery serpents of death, vice,
clrime, and iﬁllim I Luek wall to your
own habirs, but also look with kind anxé.
ely 1o \ise hahits of your Iriencs, and those
you love. Moathers! look ye to the habits
of yoursons! Have no consideration for
the excuse of an “ occasional glass.”—
Sisters! look well to your brothers! Thae
midnight robber comes not,with a more
deadly, silent, and stealthy step than the
vice of intemperance disguised in hues of
beauty. Beware of the rose tint on the
cheek of him who handles the cup. 7he

fiend’s first approach is one not so revolt-

ing. He comes dressed in smiles. He
remains frowning with terror. He tri-
umphs in the howlings of discord. Mu-
sic aud dancing announce his approach.
The pall of death, and the chords rattling
around the coffin, celebrate his triumphs!

YoUR SONS SHOULD LEARN A TRADE.—
There is an important feature in the regu.-
lations of a master Mechanic, which is
frightful to some kind parent’s hearts:—
And that is, the five to seven years ap-
prenticeship the boy that learns a trade
must submit to. But it isan excellent dis-
cipline. It takes the lad at a critical pe-
riod of life, when he perhaps has a dispo-
sition averse to steady employment—
when he is inclined to roam at large a-
mid the contaminating influences about
him, and puts upon him a steady round ol
duties, severe at first, but soon becoming
from habit agreeable; and when his steady
habits and industry are established, he
comes forth a man, the master of a trade,
of fixed principles and good habits—a
blessing to himself and to the community.

If parents would but look at the right,
they would declare that, had they many
sons, they should learn trades. Contrast
the youth just alluded to, with him, who
having a horror of an apprenticeship is
allowed to run at la At the most
critical moment of life, for forming habits,
he is forming those that are the reverse
of industry. He is not fitting himsell to
be a man, by wearing away his boyhood
in idleness. The partial parent sees this,
yet has not fortitude to avert it. At

twenty-one years of age, when the first|;

named Jad comes out a good mechanic, it
is wonderful if the other has not fastened
habits upon himself that will be his ruin,
if he be not ruined already! More than
one excellent man in our communit;y, can

80, that to his halfl dozen years’ z
prenticeship he knows he is indebted

the habits of industry and sobriety he has
obtained. That when he

say with thankfuloess, that it turned out mu

WHICH GOVERNS LEAST.Y

to the hvmeneal altar, awakens
tion and interest, and
cheek fills with delight; but the charm of
maternity is more sublime than all these.
Heaven has imprinted on the mother’s
face, something beyond this world, some. | * Hallowed be thy name” —= Hullowed be
thing which claims kindred with the skies | thy :
—angelic smiles, the tender ook, the
king, watchful eye, which keeps
vigil over her slumbering babe.
These are objects which neither
pencil nor the chisel can touch, whi .
poetry fails to exalt: which the most elo. | culty before they were found.
quent tongue in vain would eulogise, and :
of which all description becomes ineffec-
tive. In the heart of man lies this lovely
picture; it lives in his sympathies, it rei
in his affections, his eye looks arcund |
vain for such another object on earth.
Maternity — extatic sound! so twined
around our hearts, that they must cease to
throb ere we can forget; "is our first love,
Ytis of our religion. Nature has set
the mother oa such a principle, that our
infant eyes and arms are first uplilted, to
it we cling in manhood, we almost worship
it in old sge. He who can eater an apart.
ment, and behold the babe feeding oa its
mother’s beauty-——nourished by the tide of
life which flows from her generous veins,
without a panting bosom and grateful eye,
is no man, but a monster.
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Lightniag never strikes but cncy in he
same refore et 2 mas whose
first wife was a good coe never marry
again.

The thermometer :a cur oiice 3 0 let—
altho’ we should not like o see ifharhered.

The gentility of being considered un-
sound in beaith, is the most :acomgrebes-
sible of modern follies

A briefless lawyer cught mever o be
blamed, for 1t is decidedly wreag %o blame
a man without & canse.

Law.—Law is bat an iacambraace
good morals, except so far as it s necessa-
ry o redress persvoal wrongs. Treth sad
the friends of it can govern the world
Of 'ing independent.” ”I' ‘i::“‘: they ';? Sut follow
-B-’W huh of wealth, for the mere -  amthas - .
snke . 18 am;‘ﬁ’»r:s?:;u- whhirswing theie o gud
It is in this sense that love of money has m we o
been declared the root of all evil. s alt y -,

. mzdb s . 1ances, the sceptre will
fruits are meanness, injustice and dishon- e E ualth

esty; and with whatever success it may be ;
crowned, it cannot command respect, or :oe:. Eﬂch::‘- hat pecple -’:u te :

bring happiness. ship. But the laws worked badly, religwen
deciined, and the laws were overthrwwn.
Since then the people bave been returemg
to their duty; and sow, 10 attend religiouws
service, has becume almest ™ oa
chmterp for good sense and o i
ormerly was forbukdea by
e e
also, under all sorts of pecalties. ."
intemperance increassd uvatd we were ol |
most & pation of drunkards. In that des.

S
1]
i

1]

SECURING A COMPETENCY.— |he pur.
suil ol a competence is commendable, and
favorable to many virtues; it implies in-
dustry, prudence, integrity, and temper-
ance; for without the benefit of all these,
it is as little hikely to succeed, as the at-
tempt to fill a sieve with water. [ts re-
sults are, to enable you to provide for the
comforts of those dearest to you, and to
exercise the best feelings of our nature in
winistering to the destitute. Evea the
thoughtless Burns advises to secure a com-
petence:

¢ Not for to hide it in a hedge,
Not for a train attendant;
But for ithe glorious privilege
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Uxspararreren Parsimony.—Monsieur
Vandeville was one of the most remarka-
ble men in Paris for his avarice. In the
vear 1735, he was worth one million
sterling. At the age of 32, he coantract-
ed a fever, which obliged him to sead, for
the first time in his life, for a surgeoa to
bleed him, who asking him tea pence for
the operation, was dismissed. He sent
for an apothecary, but he was as high in
his demand. He sent for a barber, who
at length agreed to undertake the opera-
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drawa to the only eficient protectin = mo-
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tion for three-pence a time; but, says the | i Suasion;” and we are sow mach aear. 4l s e N siram power
stingy fellow,  how often will it be{equi- er a pative of cold water drakers, thas | Satcoal vemsels ; - h‘-ﬂ‘r e
site (o bleed?” “Three times,™ answered | ¥ Were under the domimion of the ats. | manitime inflscace r proba-
the barber. “I have determined to adopt | tute law. _ 2‘0 5 el 13 ?h Naposean g
a cheaper way —take the whole quantity| Viccrvarson—Now that public *7.-: Cootiseat
you design to take at three times at once, | jon is some wha! directed 1o the [-ﬁ“ “ﬂ*:
and it will save me sixpence;" this being | .onall it may hﬂﬂhlﬁ.‘-hu'_ m‘—hh Hﬁh
insisted upon, he lost 24 ounces of blood following remarks from the Loadoa 1 Frasce hr*‘u :
which caused his dissolution in a few days, | cet, on the subject of Sos o :h'.“l exces -‘l“ﬁ-
and he left his immense property 1o the| « The geveral : p ot eagaternag 1Romesds -
Kin conclumons drawn by | goce, steam Seets, from thesr satare, cun.
4 Dr. Ritzins, of Stackboim, from bis cbeer- | not loag be mamtaned for sfieace, while
Woop HARD As Imox om sronm.—A |l oo °‘i small-poz, and "t‘d’h* they are mvecie. The al.
method to render wood as hard as ira has "8“:" are thess: e teroanve of & war dues mot Berefore af-
recently been found out in Eagland, and, "l"":"‘“‘&'“ 'm‘lﬁ 1% fd Eaginad te meass of mamtumeg
from experiments made, it is probable rail- |, "0 = “;"‘h’-'. AguaSt | bor rask—ou the acher band & will caly
ruads will be constructed of it bereafier. | L1 To S variolons points, s | pasten the low of . The istersal coa-
Heavy iron rails cost $7000 per mile, ally unimpaired o the ead of the thar~ “dﬁcﬁ.dh
wooden rails prepared after the m“&munzhhﬂibﬂ_dd priscpe u
method will not exceed $400. An expe. 507 10 lee its sfoct, uad gradually b | full activity. Twenty years mors of ponce
riment in England with this rail of 2 Year's | sueuceth oe twenty- et vour of b may advaace e sateas of B
duration on the Dover road has been en- hmh""‘.h*":. mmach abeve Engiasd as ede Das berew-
dured without any perceptible injury.—| "0 yean, fore deer: above them. l*‘ voad
The method of preparing the limber is ""“—"""'| it R O v ond this 2ot Dow disturd the adraace of mxdascy
simple in itself. The pieces of rail are| o " or & ongical integnty ; @ Eurcpe, while it wouid be ruscws
introduced into an immense iron cylinder, bability coatinses ucimpaired up | et of England. OF all satiess of e
the air exhausted by a The % the age of forty yoass or . At eard, Esgland bas most 1o hse, a0d ieast
are then filled with & Solution of the | onreh oy e, ¢ begine o © guin, by war. Nevertheloms. ke bur
sulphate of iron, and aflerward the wood m&:“ \l.:l-l'\-;'--.-u.:::
is in a similar vacuum in & olution | yeee, about the Gitiedd "l""!|-. sme xvasoc, expwed Mamse!
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